
Hasnôt it been a busy summer? 

June saw the education building fully done, 

open and put to good use.  óSummer Sundaysô 

took place each week and found the Class-

room to be just right.  It was also just right for 

the Jr. EYC to begin  meeting in the Meeting 

Room. 

Outside our walls, July saw the Anglican 

churches around the world meet in England 

for the Lambeth Conference.  Some thought it 

would mark an end to the Anglican Com-

munion.  In fact, it seems to have been just as 

Archbishop Rowan Williams wrote, 

ñThe chief aims of our time together are, first, 

that we become more confident in our Angli-

can identity, by deepening our awareness of 

how we are responsible to and for each other; 

and second, that we grow in energy and enthu-

siasms for our task of leading the work of 

mission in our Church.  Our ministry takes 

place in the context of a needy and divided 

world, in which there is both deep fear and 

great suffering. Jesus Christ says again and 

again to his disciples, 'Do not be afraid'. 

These are words which I hope will echo for us 

each day as we meet and talk here. But they 

will sound in our hearts only when we have 

our eyes fixed on the reality of Christ's 

unique saving person and on the world-

transforming power of his resurrection.ò 

July also saw our Diocese begin conversa-

tions around the diocese about regional 

ministry and having key folks in the regions 

be available to offer guidance and foster 

collaboration among churches. 

August saw us enjoying a great spaghetti 

dinner prepared and served by the Jr. EYC 

and their friends.  All the tables were filled 

and all of the plates were empty!  Behind the 

scenes last month other preparations were 

underway.  The buildings were made to 

shine and be ready for Kristen Baron and all 

of the Preschool staff to start another year.  

Likewise, the finishing touches were put on 

our Church school. 

What does September bring? 

Mission Quake 08 later this month. 

The start of Preschool and Church School. 

And, perhaps, something to add to your life.  

Check out the brochure on Christian Forma-

tion enclosed and perhaps find something 

that September can bring to you. 

             - Jerry Fisher 
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     I think it is 

helpful for our 

congregation to 

know where we 

stand financially.  

We have our Every 

Member Canvas 

coming up and we 

all need to know the needs of the 

church in order to respond appropri-

ately.  I have rounded the figures to 

the nearest dollar. 

 

Capital Campaign: 

Pledged:  $398,885  

Received: $275,647   

Outstanding: $123,238 

 

 

Building Update: 

Prior mortgage: $411,692 

Additional borrowing for up-

fitting the lower level of the edu-

cation building, parking, etc.:

 $190,000    

Total debt: $601,692 

 

Operating budget (includes salaries, 

insurance, utilities, etc.):          

 $22,000/month 

    

Non-operating budget (includes 

interest on debt, building deprecia-

tion, preschool expenses, columbar-

ium, etc.):                            

$4,000 /month 

 Total working budget is approxi-

mately $26,000 per month.  This is 

core, bare bones. 

 With a core group of about 120 

families, the bottom line is that St. 

Johnôs requires a little more than 

$200 per month per family to main-

tain our present status. 

 We are being called to increase 

our outreach programs and youth 

programs support.   

 To do that, we need to increase 

our budget by the required amount.  

It depends on our priorities and what 

we want to do with our time, talent, 

and treasure.  Please give prayerful 

consideration to the needs of St. 

Johns and your ability to respond.  

Our church needs every member to 

be on board, contributing to and par-

ticipating in Godôs work in our 

parish, our diocese, and our world. 

      Bill Goldston, Senior Warden 

Senior Wardenôs Corner 

building. The primary class (2nd and 

3rd grades) will continue to use 

Living the Good News with along 

with other teacher-developed units. 

Primary will again meet in room 225. 

The Intermediate group (4th, 5th, and 

6th grades) will use a combination of 

Episcopal Children's Curriculum and 

Living the Good News. They will 

continue to meet in room 230. 

 We're excited to welcome several 

new teachers this year. Joining us this 

year are Amy McDavitt, Kelly 

Osborne, Linda Hayes, Carol 

Paulonis, and Mike Morse. Returning 

for another year are Betsy Kessler, 

Mary Ellen Archer, Dorie Allen, 

Catherine Massey, Ann Holmes, 

Sloan Walkup, Cathy Plaut, Jane 

Stever Elizabeth McDuffie, Mynn 

Paige, Laura Santos, Kenille 

Baumgartner, and Elizabeth Baugh. 

 On September 14, we will 

commission our teachers during the 

10 o'clock service. A teacher's 

meeting will follow the service. 

Mark your calendar for October 5th, 

4:30 - 6:30. Parents, children, and 

teachers will join together in the 

parish hall for a potluck supper. 

Bring a dish to share. There is 

a rumor going 'round that Jerry 

might cook up a big batch of those 

famous red hotdogs. We hope to see 

you there! 

- Ann Holmes 

Christian Education  

 After a fabulous experience with 

our age-integrated Summer Sunday, 

we settle into our regular Church 

School year on September 7. Our 3- 

and 4 year-old class is for children 

who will be either 3 or 4 by the 

15th of October, 2008. Threes and 

Fours will explore Bible Stories 

with a delightful series, Let the 

Children Come. They will meet in 

room 231. The Kindergarten/1st-

grade class will use a combination 

of Godly Play (used during our 

Summer Sundays) and Living the 

Good News, a lectionary-based 

Episcopal curriculum. They will 

meet in the carpeted room of the 

lower level in the education 



belongs to a Wake Forest resident 

in dire need,  The home has been 

prepared so that it can be 

completed with a new coat of 

paint this day. 

 

¶ Letters from Home involves 

volunteers in writing letters of 

encouragement to deployed 

soldiers. 

And on Sunday we will have our 

annual CROP Walk through Wake 

Forest. CROP Walk money raised 

by sponsors for walking will go to 

Church World Service and our own 

Tri Area Ministries.  Founded in 

1946, Church World Service is a 

cooperative ministry of 35 Protes-

tant, Orthodox, and Anglican 

denominations, providing sustain-

able self-help and development, 

disaster relief, and refugee assis-

tance in some 80 countries. 

 Signup sheets are at church. 

Contact Lisa McLemore at 

missionquake08@earthlink.net with 

any help or questions.. 

Mission Quake 2008 

 September 27th and 29th are the 

dates set for Mission Quake ó08.  

Four activities are planned, and 

three of them take place on 

Saturday: 

¶ Packaging emergency meals for 

the Rotary in their program 

Stop Hunger Now at the Boys 

and Girls Club. 

 

¶ Pint-Sized Paint Project enlists 

volunteers to join in painting a 

house by signing up for a 3x3 

section, or more.  The home 

Page 3 SEPTEMBER EPISTLE 

ECW - Annual Dues, Zero Dollars.  Membership, Priceless! 

ment from the ladies in the room, I 

was sorely misguided.  They wel-

comed me wholeheartedly and 

assured me that, unlike some service 

organizations, ECW has no minimum 

requirements for hours spent or meet-

ings attended. This group is simply 

about worshiping God through fel-

lowship and service and, just as God 

is always ready and willing to meet 

us when and where we are, so we 

meet each other.   

 How thankful I am that I realized 

that a little bit of something is far bet-

ter than a whole lot of nothing. I 

donôt always make the monthly ECW 

meeting. I canôt work a full day at the 

bake sale, and I donôt do crafts.  But I 

can take my children to the womenôs 

shelter downtown to serve a hot meal 

or shopping to help me choose gifts 

for needy families. I can follow a 

chili recipe, find stuff around my 

house to donate to a yard sale, and I 

can share everything from my hopes 

and dreams for St. Johnôs to my 

challenges with raising three 

children with the remarkable women 

of this group.   

 Membership in St. Johnôs ECW is 

not about showing up for every 

meeting or spending inordinate 

amounts of time at church during the 

week.  It is about our community of 

women who share a desire for fel-

lowship and service.  It is a resource 

offering social and community out-

reach.  It is whatever each of us is 

able to offer and willing to take, a 

collective group of busy women 

who as a whole are able to accom-

plish and enjoy more than any one 

individual could achieve.  

 For more information or questions 

regarding ECW, please contact 

Abby Presson,  presson@nc.rr.com 

554-1817 or Carolyn Stoklas, 554-

1673 or cstoklas1@nc.rr.com. 

 ñECW is too big a commitment 

for me right now. Thatôs something 

Iôll become involved with once my 

children are older and Iôve got more 

free time.ò For months I repeated 

this thought to myself whenever 

one of the ladies from the group 

made an announcement during the 

church service regarding upcoming 

ECW events. I rationalized that, 

between my husbandôs weekend 

call schedule and my childrenôs 

activities, it would be too tough to 

make it to their Saturday morning 

meetings, and it wouldnôt be right 

to participate on a sporadic basis.   

 I canôt quite recall exactly when 

or why I finally showed up for an 

ECW meeting one month, babbling 

about how I wanted to be involved, 

but wasnôt in a position to be super 

active due to family commitments, 

etc. etc. etc.  If I expected disap-

proval or even a hint of disappoint-
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 Bulletin boards are decorated, 

school bags hang in the hallway, 

parents gather to catch up since 

summer, and a child settles in to a 

snack and a good book.  Itôs 

official: The 2008/2009 preschool 

year is off to a great start!  Many 

thanks to all who helped us get 

ready for the year, especially our 

sexton, John White, who had to move 

everything in the whole school so we 

could have our floors stripped and 

waxed. 

 Our first fundraiser will begin in 

October.  Please watch for cookie 

dough order forms.  The cookie 

dough was a big hit last fall.  

 All classes are currently full.  

Please contact Kristen Baron at 562-

8619 if you would like to be on a 

waiting list for 1-, 2-, 3-, or 4-year-

old classes.              - Kristen Baron 

Preschool News 

 Sometimes the need for meals 

is short-term or long-term. If you 

can be a resource to one or the 

other, please let Dorie or Sloan 

know.   

 We are also presently looking 

for a new co-leader/coordinator. 

This job involves contacting 

people in need and seeing how 

we can help them and then asking 

others to contribute through 

phone calls/emails - basically 

coordinating needs and meals.  It 

is not a big time commitment.  

St. Johnôs Care Group 

 St. Johnôs Care Group 

provides meals, rides, and other 

support. If you know of needs, 

or want to lend a helping hand, 

please contact Co-Leaders Dorie 

Allen, 554-1569, or Sloan 

Walkup, 556-1657.  
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