
Dear Friends, 

 I want you to know of my profound thanks 

to all for your thoughts, prayers, notes, and kind 

words to me and my family since the death of 

my father, Fred.  You have been a source of 

grace and compassion to us and to him. 

 He enjoyed so much his visits here and 

worshiping with you. These last two years he 

could no longer come here. But, in our visits to 

Arizona or phone calls with him, he would ask 

about so many he had come to know. 

 He grew up in the Episcopal Church.  In the 

many twists and turns that life brings, he 

always found the liturgy of the Prayer Book a 

source of solace and strength. It was more than 

just the words of the services, however. 

 When he was able to come to North 

Carolina and St. Johnôs, he would come back to 

our home saying ñIôve been to church!ò  We 

knew that he said this because of much more 

than the words of the service.  As one who 

loved to tease, he would have been the first to 

say that it was because of more than the Rector.  

And, as one growing up to see what love may 

lie behind teasing, I would be the second in line 

to agree with him.  It was because of the 

warmth, welcome and memories that he found 

here among you. 

 On Saturday, October 20th, we returned to 

the church in which he had grown up, Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, for 

The Burial Office and Eucharist. The words of 

the liturgy carried us along. So too did the 

memories of being there with him before his 

move to Arizona as he showed off the bell 

tower he had climbed to ring bells with others, 

the choir stalls in which he and his brother had 

sat for choir, and the rooms with stories told of 

events that had taken place in them. 

 His last day was the Sunday of our outdoor 

service with the blessing of the animals and our 

thanksgiving for creation and the wonder of 

life.  I think that he would have loved being 

here then.  The óliturgyô was very much 

present that day.  Not the liturgy limited by 

words, but the real liturgy behind the 

words, captured in part by some of the 

words of Francis of Assisi on the dayôs 
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Praised by my Lord for all those who 

pardon one another for his loveôs sake, 

and who endure weakness and tribulation:  

blessed are they who peaceably 

shall endure, for thou, O most Highest,  

shalt give them a crown. 

Praised by my Lord for our sister,  

the death of the body,  

from which no man escapeth . . .  

Blessed are they who are found walking by 

thy most holy will, for the second death 

shall have no power to do them harm. 

Praise ye and bless the Lord,  

and give thanks unto him, 

and serve him with great humility. 

 I am so much aware of just how many 

of us in the parish have gone through 

deaths in the family and have, are, or soon 

shall be caring for someone dear to them.  

And, I am blessed to have had the last ten 

years to connect with my father in ways 

many do not get to do.  But most of all, we 

are blessed by each of you and the many 

ways, known and unknown, by which you 

enable others to say ñIôve been to church!ò 

 

- Jerry Fisher 



     Remember the 

KISS principle? 

Keep It Simple, 

Stupid. I donôt like 

adding the ñstupidò; 

I would rather add 

ñAEò for And Easy. 

If we keep things simple and easy, 

they are much more likely to be 

done, observed, remembered, etc. 

 As Christians, what should we 

do? I think the simple and easy 

answer is that we should FOCUS. 

Not on dogma, not on doctrine, not 

on all those man-made trappings 

that go along with the church. The 

pomp and circumstance and all the 

non-Jesus Christ directed stuff 

doesnôt really matter. What the 

Bishops say or donôt say and their 

agreements or disagreements are of 

no moment to me. 

 I think our FOCUS should be on 

the eternal virtues and truths that 

Jesus presented in his day that still 

apply in ours. 

¶ Love and honor your God. 

¶ Love your neighbor. 

¶ Feed the hungry. 

¶ Care for the sick. 

¶ Comfort the bereaved. 

 

 All these are simple, if not 

always so easy. Knowing what you 

should do is the easy part. The rest is 

a matter of choice and was addressed 

last month. Sometimes it is not so 

easy. 

 You choose to follow the way of 

Jesus or not. Once that choice is 

made, the rest is simple. Isnôt it? 

            - Bill Goldston  
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Miscellaneous News 

 UTO Boxes:  Donôt forget to 

bring your UTO boxes to church on 

Sunday, Nov. 4th. They will be col-

lected during the 8:00 and 10:00 

services.  

 Nursery Families Dinner:  The 

nursery families are planning a pot-

luck dinner on Sunday, Dec. 9th from 

4 to 6. It will be a perfect time for the 

young families in the church to get to 

know each other better! Contact 

Brooke Dickhart at 562-3853 or 

brookedickhart@yahoo.com if youôre 

interested in joining us. 

 Choir:   Would you like to make a 

joyful noise? St. Johnôs choir is seek-

ing singers to join us in preparing 

music to sing at St. Johnôs services in 

the upcoming holiday season. We 

welcome voices of all ranges - alto, 

soprano, alto, tenor (one of us is even 

a female tenor!), and bass.   

 If you would like to sing with 

us through the Christmas season, 

weôd love for you to join us on 

Wednesday evenings at 7:30 in the 

Education Building.   

 Questions?  Contact Patti Davis 

(556-2139; Patti2cat@aol.com) or 

call Music Director, Allen Bean 

(383-3400). 

 ECW will host breakfast on 

Sunday, Nov. 4th at 9:15 am.  All 

women of the church are invited to 

come and see what the ECW is 

doing. That will also be the time to 

find out about the responsibilities of 

a Family Coordinator for the Joy of 

Christmas. If you are interested in 

helping with the Joy of Christmas, 

you will want to join us!   

 The next meeting for the Joy of 

Christmas will be on Thursday, 

Nov. 8th at 7:00 pm. If you signed 

up to be a Family Coordinator, 

please make sure you attend. 

 The next ECW meeting will be 

on Saturday, Nov. 10th, and we will 

be planning the bake sale. The pro-

ceeds will go toward the food for the 

Joy of Christmas. We will also be 

making plans for the Meals and 

Wheels program for the day after 

Thanksgiving. Please come join us - 

we need all the help we can get!   

   - Carolyn Stoklas 

 Care Group: Our annual meet-

ing is scheduled for 7 pm on Nov 1st 

in the parish hall. The Care Group 

provides help to St. Johnôs parish-

ioners via rides, meals, and helping 

hands when needed. Newcomers are 

welcome!   - Tammy Warriner 

Keep It Simple And Easy! 
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 That phrase, ñtime and talent,ò 

gets tossed around a good bit here at 

St. Johnôs (I'm sure at many other 

churches as well, especially as it 

relates to stewardship and Every 

Member Canvass), but Iôd like to 

share a corny little tidbit that Iôve had 

posted on my fridge for probably 

more than a decade. Really. And it 

has to do with the ñtalentò piece of 

that phrase. 

 Who knows why I cut it out from 

my home church's newsletter all those 

years ago. I don't read it very often.  

But when I do, it serves as a useful 

reminder of the bounty of talents we 

all have.   

 I'll admit, it sounds a bit hokey, 

but I get the point. Make your 

talents known. Whatever you 

believe your talents to be - cooking, 

teaching, leading a ministry group, 

or forming a new one - how you use 

and share your talents are limited 

only by your imagination. Make 

your talents count for St. Johnôs. 

           - Laura Santos 

Time and Talent 

Preschool News 

 The preschool would like to thank 

Brown Wynne Funeral Home in 

Raleigh, a Dignity Memorial 

provider, for a generous donation that 

allowed the school to purchase a sand 

box with a cover for the upper 

playground.   

 The 3- and 4-year-old classes 

had a great experience at Vollmer 

Farm in October.  They learned 

about chickens, bees, and how 

butter is made. A favorite activity 

was jumping in the giant corn bin! 

 Teachers are busy preparing 

for Thanksgiving lessons and 

celebrations for November. 

 Thanks to all who supported the 

chili sale and cookie dough 

fundraiser!  Weôll let you know 

what the results are just as soon as 

they are known.  

 If anyone is interested in sharing 

a bible story, songs, prayers or a 

discussion with the 3- and 4-year-

old classes during our chapel time, 

weôd love to have you join us. 

Please contact Kristen at 562-8619. 

    There are two spots available in 

the Tuesday 1-year-old program. 

- Kristen Baron 

                     Talents  

A talent is worth only what you 

do with it. One of Ripley's 

famous cartoons pictured a 

plain bar of iron worth $5.00. 

The same bar of iron, when 

made into horseshoes, would 

be worth $10.50. If made into 

needles, it would be worth 

$3,285, and if turned into 

balance springs for watches, 

its worth would become 

$250,000. What do you do with 

your talents? 

St. Johnôs Preschool Staff - Standing left to right: Clare Plaxton, Tracy Painter, 

Denise Hall, Kristi Hill, Christina Menaugh, Lisa Jones, Samantha Scott, Jane 

Trescott, Lisa Snarski, Lisa White, Kristen Baron; and, kneeling left to right: Betsy 

Kessler, Julie Arthur, Monique Helwig, Eileen Emer, Loretta McGlaughlin. 

Not pictured: Brenda Capps and Lori Savage  


