
Dear Friends, 

 I want you to know of my profound thanks 

to all for your thoughts, prayers, notes, and kind 

words to me and my family since the death of 

my father, Fred.  You have been a source of 

grace and compassion to us and to him. 

 He enjoyed so much his visits here and 

worshiping with you. These last two years he 

could no longer come here. But, in our visits to 

Arizona or phone calls with him, he would ask 

about so many he had come to know. 

 He grew up in the Episcopal Church.  In the 

many twists and turns that life brings, he 

always found the liturgy of the Prayer Book a 

source of solace and strength. It was more than 

just the words of the services, however. 

 When he was able to come to North 

Carolina and St. John‟s, he would come back to 

our home saying “I‟ve been to church!”  We 

knew that he said this because of much more 

than the words of the service.  As one who 

loved to tease, he would have been the first to 

say that it was because of more than the Rector.  

And, as one growing up to see what love may 

lie behind teasing, I would be the second in line 

to agree with him.  It was because of the 

warmth, welcome and memories that he found 

here among you. 

 On Saturday, October 20th, we returned to 

the church in which he had grown up, Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, for 

The Burial Office and Eucharist. The words of 

the liturgy carried us along. So too did the 

memories of being there with him before his 

move to Arizona as he showed off the bell 

tower he had climbed to ring bells with others, 

the choir stalls in which he and his brother had 

sat for choir, and the rooms with stories told of 

events that had taken place in them. 

 His last day was the Sunday of our outdoor 

service with the blessing of the animals and our 

thanksgiving for creation and the wonder of 

life.  I think that he would have loved being 

here then.  The „liturgy‟ was very much 

present that day.  Not the liturgy limited by 

words, but the real liturgy behind the 

words, captured in part by some of the 

words of Francis of Assisi on the day‟s 

bulletin: 

From the Rector 
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Praised by my Lord for all those who 

pardon one another for his love’s sake, 

and who endure weakness and tribulation:  

blessed are they who peaceably 

shall endure, for thou, O most Highest,  

shalt give them a crown. 

Praised by my Lord for our sister,  

the death of the body,  

from which no man escapeth . . .  

Blessed are they who are found walking by 

thy most holy will, for the second death 

shall have no power to do them harm. 

Praise ye and bless the Lord,  

and give thanks unto him, 

and serve him with great humility. 

 I am so much aware of just how many 

of us in the parish have gone through 

deaths in the family and have, are, or soon 

shall be caring for someone dear to them.  

And, I am blessed to have had the last ten 

years to connect with my father in ways 

many do not get to do.  But most of all, we 

are blessed by each of you and the many 

ways, known and unknown, by which you 

enable others to say “I‟ve been to church!” 

 

- Jerry Fisher 



     Remember the 

KISS principle? 

Keep It Simple, 

Stupid. I don‟t like 

adding the “stupid”; 

I would rather add 

“AE” for And Easy. 

If we keep things simple and easy, 

they are much more likely to be 

done, observed, remembered, etc. 

 As Christians, what should we 

do? I think the simple and easy 

answer is that we should FOCUS. 

Not on dogma, not on doctrine, not 

on all those man-made trappings 

that go along with the church. The 

pomp and circumstance and all the 

non-Jesus Christ directed stuff 

doesn‟t really matter. What the 

Bishops say or don‟t say and their 

agreements or disagreements are of 

no moment to me. 

 I think our FOCUS should be on 

the eternal virtues and truths that 

Jesus presented in his day that still 

apply in ours. 

 Love and honor your God. 

 Love your neighbor. 

 Feed the hungry. 

 Care for the sick. 

 Comfort the bereaved. 

 

 All these are simple, if not 

always so easy. Knowing what you 

should do is the easy part. The rest is 

a matter of choice and was addressed 

last month. Sometimes it is not so 

easy. 

 You choose to follow the way of 

Jesus or not. Once that choice is 

made, the rest is simple. Isn‟t it? 

            - Bill Goldston  
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Miscellaneous News 

 UTO Boxes:  Don‟t forget to 

bring your UTO boxes to church on 

Sunday, Nov. 4th. They will be col-

lected during the 8:00 and 10:00 

services.  

 Nursery Families Dinner:  The 

nursery families are planning a pot-

luck dinner on Sunday, Dec. 9th from 

4 to 6. It will be a perfect time for the 

young families in the church to get to 

know each other better! Contact 

Brooke Dickhart at 562-3853 or 

brookedickhart@yahoo.com if you‟re 

interested in joining us. 

 Choir:  Would you like to make a 

joyful noise? St. John‟s choir is seek-

ing singers to join us in preparing 

music to sing at St. John‟s services in 

the upcoming holiday season. We 

welcome voices of all ranges - alto, 

soprano, alto, tenor (one of us is even 

a female tenor!), and bass.   

 If you would like to sing with 

us through the Christmas season, 

we‟d love for you to join us on 

Wednesday evenings at 7:30 in the 

Education Building.   

 Questions?  Contact Patti Davis 

(556-2139; Patti2cat@aol.com) or 

call Music Director, Allen Bean 

(383-3400). 

 ECW will host breakfast on 

Sunday, Nov. 4th at 9:15 am.  All 

women of the church are invited to 

come and see what the ECW is 

doing. That will also be the time to 

find out about the responsibilities of 

a Family Coordinator for the Joy of 

Christmas. If you are interested in 

helping with the Joy of Christmas, 

you will want to join us!   

 The next meeting for the Joy of 

Christmas will be on Thursday, 

Nov. 8th at 7:00 pm. If you signed 

up to be a Family Coordinator, 

please make sure you attend. 

 The next ECW meeting will be 

on Saturday, Nov. 10th, and we will 

be planning the bake sale. The pro-

ceeds will go toward the food for the 

Joy of Christmas. We will also be 

making plans for the Meals and 

Wheels program for the day after 

Thanksgiving. Please come join us - 

we need all the help we can get!   

   - Carolyn Stoklas 

 Care Group: Our annual meet-

ing is scheduled for 7 pm on Nov 1st 

in the parish hall. The Care Group 

provides help to St. John‟s parish-

ioners via rides, meals, and helping 

hands when needed. Newcomers are 

welcome!   - Tammy Warriner 

Keep It Simple And Easy! 
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 That phrase, “time and talent,” 

gets tossed around a good bit here at 

St. John‟s (I'm sure at many other 

churches as well, especially as it 

relates to stewardship and Every 

Member Canvass), but I‟d like to 

share a corny little tidbit that I‟ve had 

posted on my fridge for probably 

more than a decade. Really. And it 

has to do with the “talent” piece of 

that phrase. 

 Who knows why I cut it out from 

my home church's newsletter all those 

years ago. I don't read it very often.  

But when I do, it serves as a useful 

reminder of the bounty of talents we 

all have.   

 I'll admit, it sounds a bit hokey, 

but I get the point. Make your 

talents known. Whatever you 

believe your talents to be - cooking, 

teaching, leading a ministry group, 

or forming a new one - how you use 

and share your talents are limited 

only by your imagination. Make 

your talents count for St. John‟s. 

           - Laura Santos 

Time and Talent 

Preschool News 

 The preschool would like to thank 

Brown Wynne Funeral Home in 

Raleigh, a Dignity Memorial 

provider, for a generous donation that 

allowed the school to purchase a sand 

box with a cover for the upper 

playground.   

 The 3- and 4-year-old classes 

had a great experience at Vollmer 

Farm in October.  They learned 

about chickens, bees, and how 

butter is made. A favorite activity 

was jumping in the giant corn bin! 

 Teachers are busy preparing 

for Thanksgiving lessons and 

celebrations for November. 

 Thanks to all who supported the 

chili sale and cookie dough 

fundraiser!  We‟ll let you know 

what the results are just as soon as 

they are known.  

 If anyone is interested in sharing 

a bible story, songs, prayers or a 

discussion with the 3- and 4-year-

old classes during our chapel time, 

we‟d love to have you join us. 

Please contact Kristen at 562-8619. 

    There are two spots available in 

the Tuesday 1-year-old program. 

- Kristen Baron 

                     Talents  

A talent is worth only what you 

do with it. One of Ripley's 

famous cartoons pictured a 

plain bar of iron worth $5.00. 

The same bar of iron, when 

made into horseshoes, would 

be worth $10.50. If made into 

needles, it would be worth 

$3,285, and if turned into 

balance springs for watches, 

its worth would become 

$250,000. What do you do with 

your talents? 

St. John’s Preschool Staff - Standing left to right: Clare Plaxton, Tracy Painter, 

Denise Hall, Kristi Hill, Christina Menaugh, Lisa Jones, Samantha Scott, Jane 

Trescott, Lisa Snarski, Lisa White, Kristen Baron; and, kneeling left to right: Betsy 

Kessler, Julie Arthur, Monique Helwig, Eileen Emer, Loretta McGlaughlin. 

Not pictured: Brenda Capps and Lori Savage  



Page 4 NOVEMBER EPISTLE 

Our Parishioners and Their Families: 

Robert Barcalona, Shirley McHose‟s nephew 

Nancy, Karen Bell‟s mother  

Bob, Kathy Binns‟ husband 

Maria Contreras, Laura Santos‟s sister-in-law 

R.V. Cate, Jackie & Amy Bailey‟s brother-in-law 

Mary Alyce Calhoun, Maggie Goldston‟s sister 

Ruth Dancy, Mollie River‟s daughter 

Florence Denues, Kitty Kovacs‟ mother 

Genevieve Dunn, Julie Arthur‟s mother 

Virginia Currie  /  Emily DuPlessis  

Frankie Eppes   /  Sarah Fort 

Brenda Gainey, Milly Nelligar‟s sister 

B.C. Garris, Mildred Wilkinson‟s cousin 

Spencer Hill and Cindy Stumph, his friend 

Arlene Homan, Joyce McPherson‟s mother 

Katheryn Klump 

Norbert Kowitz, Dagmar Derrick‟s nephew 

Cheryl Lasek, Cindy Nanni‟s sister-in-law 

Doug McHose   

Anna Melvin, Roger Melvin‟s sister, 

Barbara and Gene Montague 

Ruth Monteith, Dick Monteith‟s mother 

Lisa M. Robertson, Gene and Barbara‟s daughter 

Regina Morris, friend of The Hall Family 

Susan Neely  /  Bill Nelson 

Liz Newberry, Sallie Newberry‟s daughter-in-law 

Hudson Nowell, Shawn and Craig‟s nephew, 

Robert Hart Raynor, Milly Nelligar‟s cousin 

Juan Santos, Laura Santos‟s husband 

Linda Wolfgang, Dave McPherson‟s cousin 

In Our Prayers - November 2007 

November Birthdays 

2 Davis Allen 

Jennifer Bell 

Cathy Brittingham 

Jay Hinton 

3 Lauren Walkup 

4 Spencer Renfrow 

Julie Telenko 

5 Bill Kovacs 

6 Frank Toney 

7 Emily Hill 

Mildred Wilkinson 

9 Simon Daw 

Robert Rollmann 

10 Patrick Barham 

Tony Graber 

11 Wayne Clausen 

Sonia Ingram 

John Rich 

12 Philip Paige 

13 Kelli Hicks 

14 Kenille Baumgardner 

Alison Kovacs 

Mollie Rivers 

15 Benjamin Miller 

16 Emily Baker 

19 Eleas Ottley 

Our Men and Women in the Armed Services: 

Thomas, son of Tom and Darden 

John, son of Pinky & David Cooke 

Eric Fancher, brother of Jessica Graber 

Kenneth Farrar III 

David and Steven, grandson and son of Carolyn Filo 

Matt Jeanerett, nephew of Greg & Sonia Ingram 

Michael, son of Kathryn Klump 

Michael, son of Bonnie LaBarbera 

Megan, daughter of Gene & Shelley Leone 

Sean Lynch, Frederick Newton, friends of Pinky & David Cooke 

Kevin and Chap Marshall, friends of Virginia Olsen 

Zachary McBee 

Thomas McDonald, friend of Kristen Davis 

Ben Miller, nephew of Lee and Perri Holt 

Josh Norton, friend of Mike Barger 

Luke Sabre, Ralph Severns, friends of Todd & Cindy Hall 

We offer thanksgivings for those celebrating birthdays this month that they may 

grow in wisdom and grace all the days of their lives 

Dee Gillespie  

Marie Hines 

Peter Kimosh 

Anna Lee Long 

Maria Luddy 

George Macon 

Paul Mosier 

Laura Murray 

Our Friends: 

  Jacob  

 Mary Barham  

  Lille Boyte 

  Darlene Bolan 

  Claudia Brugaletta 

  Barbara Crockett 

  Jackie Diaz-Cid 

  Laura Lynne Drover    

Betty Padgett 

Eva Martinez    

    Paharik 

Gary Pike 

Tim Reynolds 

Marisa Rosa 

Clark Shelton 

Amber Violette  

 

20 Caroline Ward 

22 Cathy Plaut 

23 Jessica Graber 

Hayley Walkup 

27 Kelly Hylton 

28 Matt Munz 

29 Bill LaBarbera 

30 Bill Osborne 

For those who have died: 
Herman, Kerri Briggs‟ uncle 
Fred, Jerry Fisher‟s father 
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parents to take advantage of this 

opportunity. Children are welcome to 

attend this session with their parents  

 

 Many of our children joined 

together to skate at JellyBeans on 

Oct. 21st. We all had a great time! 

 Advent begins December 2 this 

year. We spend time in church 

school learning about this special 

“purple” time of preparation. The 

Sunday before Advent begins,  

November 25, Jerry plans to use the 

9:15 - 9:45 am time to talk about 

some of things you can do and make 

at home. I especially encourage 

or enjoy the childcare that is always 

provided at this time in the education 

building. 

 Pageant: A simple children‟s 

pageant will be held at the 5‟o clock 

service on Christmas Eve. Betsy 

Kessler, Catherine Massey, and 

Dorie Allen will coordinate the 

pageant this year. We‟ll let you know 

more details in the next Epistle.         

              - Ann Holmes 

Christian Education 

 In this day and age of commodi-

ties trading, technology companies, 

and high-yield bonds, everybody‟s 

on the lookout for opportunities that 

offer maximum return on their 

investment. On the face of it, Chris-

tianity is not one of these opportuni-

ties. In fact, it appears to be just the 

opposite, for at the heart of Christi-

anity lies the responsibility to invest 

ourselves - in God and in others - 

without expecting anything whatso-

ever in return. Nobody in his or her 

right mind would put money into a 

savings account with a 0% interest 

rate, so why would we dedicate our-

selves to a religion that asks us to 

assume we will receive nothing for 

what we give?   

 I suggest that we do so because 

each of us recognizes that we need 

God and that it is when we follow 

the example set by His Son, Jesus 

Christ, that we feel closest to Him. 

When we invest ourselves in seeking 

God, His Holy Spirit guides us and 

comforts us. When we act against 

our selfish human nature and offer 

ourselves wholly to loving and 

helping others, His love, peace, and 

joy fill us up and we discover mean-

ing and purpose in our lives.   

 But wait, isn‟t Christianity about 

“it is more blessed to give than to 

receive”?  Indeed, and yet that is the 

beauty of our faith: Through the 

grace of God, it is precisely when we 

love as Christ loved us that we are 

showered with His blessings. And 

so, in fact, if you‟re looking to maxi-

mize your return on investment, 

Christianity is the best deal out there!   

 This is the time of year when we 

are asked to consider our financial 

pledge to St. John‟s. Again, as 

Christians we have a responsibility 

to give selflessly - our time, our tal-

ents, and our treasure - expecting 

nothing in return. Our talents go to 

waste if we do not invest the time to 

apply them. Our time cannot be well 

utilized if we do not supply the funds 

to provide adequate facilities and 

resources.   

 These three components of 

stewardship - time, talent, and treas-

ure - are individually specified 

because each is an important aspect of 

Christian charity and because there is 

no substitute for any of them. We are 

called to give in each of these areas, 

to give liberally assuming no return 

on investment. Yet thousands of years 

worth of experience, from scripture 

through the present, reveal that good 

stewards are indeed rewarded, not 

only in kind but beyond the measure 

of what they contribute.   

 Just as there is no substitute for 

time, talent, or treasure, there is no 

substitute for peace, joy, or purpose, 

the rewards of faithful Christian 

living. When weighing your 

investment opportunities, don‟t pass 

over one guaranteed with an awe-

inspiring rate of return - invest in St. 

John‟s!  

- Abby Presson 

Return on Investment 
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Ministry Schedule 

St. John’s Website 

 St. John‟s is on the move!  Well, 

actually, the St. John‟s website is 

moving to become more streamlined 

and user friendly.   

 In the last month, a development 

site of the St. John‟s website was cre-

ated with Mach 9 Consulting. The 

development version of the website 

will bring new and exciting features 

to St. John‟s and add new ways to 

interact with the St. John‟s family.  

 One of the biggest additions will 

be an online newsletter. If you are 

interested in receiving an e-mailed 

copy of the newsletter, we‟re asking 

that you sign up by sending an email 

to stjohns@stjohnswf.com. Please 

include your name (first and last)   

and your mailing address.   

 With new features come bugs 

and lots of testing. Those interested 

in getting a first look at the new 

website and help “beta test” it, 

please send an email to me at 

brian@mach9consulting.com. 

 

           - Brian Henderson 

All Saints Day, November 1, 2007 

(Sometimes observed on Proper 26)  

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149 

Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 

Pentecost 23, November 4 , 2007  

Proper 26 (If All Saints not observed on 

this day) Isaiah 1:10-18; Psalm 32:1-7 

II Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 

Pentecost 24, November 11, 2007 

Proper 27 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 

II Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 

Pentecost 25 , November 18, 2007 

Proper 28 

Isaiah 65:17-25; Canticle 9 or Psalm 98 

II Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 2007 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 100 

Philippians 4:4-9; John 6:25-35 

The Last Sunday after Pentecost 

November 25, 2007 

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Canticle 16 or Psalm 46 

Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

Acolytes Readers Chalice Greeters Ushers Hospitality Flower Guild Altar Guild Nursery

8:00 Braxton Reynolds Al Reynolds Bob Bidwell Tom Baker

10:00 Rachel Puszczynski Jim Davenport Jim Davenport Jeff and Judy Bill Goldston Parish Karen Matchunis Judy Baran David and Kelly Hylton and

Trevor Telenko Harold Davis Harold Davis Baran and John Rich Breakfast Sid Reynolds Jeff and Kristen Bierline

Alexandra Puszczynski

8:00 Jack Manley Elizabeth Manley Bob Bidwell Larry Demanovich

10:00 Jamie Rollmann Sally Fisher Kristen Davis Jim and Sharon Al Hinton open Melanie Murphy Elizabeth McDuffie Jeff and Brooke Dickhart

Patrick Rollman Elena Harp Lee Holt Davenport and Tim Matchunis Patti Reichmeider and Brian and

Sidney Bean Tara Henderson

8:00 Braxton Reynolds David Edwards Bob Bidwell Greg Williams

10:00 Patrick Barham Al Hinton Lisa Hunt Jenny Brewer Durward Matheny open Julie Arthur Arline McCullough Glenn and Mary Ellen Archer

Alexis Nanni Lisa Hunt Tom Marshall and Harold Davis Michael McDuffie Denise Munz Lowell and Jodi LaFreniere

Taylor Nanni

8:00 Patrick Barham Elwood Munz Bob Bidwell Tom Baker

10:00 Jacob Holt Craig Johnson Durward Matheny Bill and Maggie Dave McPherson open Thankgiving Alfie Adams, Amy Bailey,Rob and Catherine Massey

Patrick Ingram Vivian Jones Carol Paulonis Goldston and Roger Melvin Arrangement and Jenny Brewer and Tom and Abby Presson

Charlton Holt

8:00 Jack Manley Elizabeth Manley Bob Bidwell Larry Demanovich

10:00 Kristen Kramer Donna King Kenille Baumgardner Ellen, Megan, Evan, Fritz Morrison Parish Dagmar Derrick Ruth Crawford Dan and Julie Rembold

Sean Leech Jodi LaFreniere Jenny Brewer and Ryan Holst and Mike Morse Breakfast and David and Rachel

Hunter Kramer Williams

Calendar
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Born - Bring this child to love all that is true and noble, just and pure, lovable and gracious,  

 excellent and admirable 

     Beth, to Joe and Elizabeth Baugh, born October 22nd. 

  

Died - That they may go from strength to strength 

On October 7th 

 Herman, Kerri Briggs‟ uncle, and 

 Fred, Jerry Fisher‟s father.  

 

Moved - Give them courage, patience, vision and strength in our Christian vocation of witness to the world 

        and of service to others. 

Mike and Pam Barger to Winston Salem, NC. 

P.O. Box 608 
Wake Forest, NC  27588 
  Just east of US1 and Hwy 98 West  
  intersection at 830 Durham Road 
 

Phone:   919-556-3656 
Fax:   919-554-9581 
Website:  www.stjohnswf.net  
 
Office Hours:   
Laura Doster, Financial Secretary 
  M-Th  9 am-3 pm 

Carol King, Parish Secretary 
  Tues-Fri  9 am-3 pm 

 

Communications Team:  

   Mary Ellen Archer 

   Tara and Brian Henderson 

   Perri Holt 

   Laura Santos 

   Chris Walkup 

From the Parish Register 

 


