
Wow, were we ever lucky!  The day 

after Easter, Sally and I flew to Switzer-

land to visit our daughter and her family 

in Basel.  It was one of those quick 9-day 

trips for a kid fix, to see them and our 

new grandson, Thomas, but even more to 

lend a hand and encourage them now that 

they are parents of three.  Anyway, the 

trip was over and we were home just as 

the panic began to spread about the possi-

ble pandemic, and people from the west 

being checked at airports, suspicion flying 

all around, and wild news reports of 

whether or not it had to do with pork, 

what to call it, Swine Flu, Mexican Flu, or 

H1N1, or whether or not to wear masks.  

Things are a bit calmer now, both with 

Jillôs family and the world.  And, as our 

luck would continue, weôre headed off 

again, this time to Arizona, for my nieceôs 

wedding.  I donôt expect any problems 

like there were with folks venturing west-

ward (or to put it another way, near 

Mexico) where all sorts of worries 

seemed abundant a few weeks ago. 

We were very lucky.  Our trips did 

not include any of the mass fear that 

occupied so many places and people.  Our 

new grandson took to us right away.  We 

wondered if he recognized us from 

pictures or even from our Skype conver-

sations over the past months.  Jill seemed 

reassured that raising three and 

maintaining a vital career are never 

easy (to say the least!).  And, to top it 

off, our last day and a half spent in 

Zurich, decompressing from too much 

family time, started off with a walk 

from the train station to the hotel and 

hearing ñHello, you must be the 

Fisherôs.  Weôve been expecting you.  

Weôve upgraded your room, and you 

have a balcony overlooking the city.ò 

That first Easter had to have been 

filled with fear, confusion, and all of 

the emotions and experiences of which 

we are taught to run from.  Markôs 

Gospel, which we heard this Easter, 

ends with the words ñthey were filled 

with fearò.  One wonders what hap-

pened.  Hopes, dreams, expectations of 

what might have been were all gone.  

What is next?  Other Easter stories in 

Scripture present a bit more encourag-

ing account.  Sudden recognitions, 

chances to touch and feel, and even 

share a meal are there that tell us of 

people coming to life, leaving behind 

their fears and confusions to begin new 

ways of being. 

Sally and I were lucky in the timing 

of our trips, but I wonder if that which 

captured the early disciples was not a 

bit of being able to lay panic aside, to 

see in the face of grueling demands of 

living life the joy and wonder of lifeôs 

mysteries, and meeting one and the 

other with unexpected hospitality.  This 

season of the Resurrection is upon us.  

So, too, is the ever present reality of 

fear and confusion.  I still wonder at 

how planes can fly and canôt help but 
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    Greetings all: Itôs 

been a very busy cou-

ple of months for your 

Vestry. Several impor-

tant opportunities from 

a financial perspective 

are in the process of being com-

pleted. Since January, several mem-

bers of your Vestry have worked 

tirelessly on completing a necessary 

mortgage refinance. That process is 

very close to completion with 

expectations that the paperwork 

will be signed by end of May. We 

have made two large payments to 

the principal of our mortgage debt 

since January thanks to your sup-

port. The ultimate goal is to pay the 

debt off.  

 We agreed to do a feasibility 

study on a summer track-out pro-

gram. Catherine Massey did a won-

derful job pulling information from 

many different areas to show the 

Vestry the operational costs of such 

an undertaking. While all agreed 

that the program presented was an 

excellent idea, due to the start-up 

costs the majority vote was to delay 

approval and revisit the opportunity 

later in the year.  

 Don Meyers, chairman of the 

Columbarium Committee, provided 

us with a recap of the recent spruce-

up activity. Mulch has been added 

and some very beautiful deer-resistant 

flowers have been planted, which 

really add color to the area. Thanks to 

a financial gift, a Cross has been 

commissioned and should be added to 

the Columbarium by the end of 

May. Thanks to another financial gift, 

a bench has been purchased and will 

be placed very shortly. The fountain 

seems to be functioning fine with its 

recent repair. Please take some time 

to visit this beautiful area of our 

church and look around. The ultimate 

goal is to have the Columbarium be-

come self-funding.  

 We recently had several heating 

and air conditioning companies come 

out and review our systems.  Just like 

in your homes our church system 

must be maintained. The Vestry voted 

to proceed with these repairs and 

maintenance service prior to the hot 

months arriving.  

 If you have been reading my 

prior Epistles, you know that my 

theme has focused on getting 

involved in a ministry at St. Johnôs 

with your time and talent. The cur-

rent Vestry has two open positions 

that expire at the end of 2010. Those 

positions have about 1.5 years left 

and really need to be filled. We also 

have 4 very valuable members - 

Abby Presson, Jr.Warden Rob 

Reichmeider, Jack Derrick and 

Carol Paulonis whose terms will ex-

pire at the end of 2009 so the need is 

immediate.   

 Our current Vestry is a good 

mix of both long-time Church mem-

bers as well as newer members. 

While we don't agree on everything, 

we are working for the same goal: to 

make decisions that will make St. 

Johnôs a place where everyone feels 

welcome and are provided the 

opportunity to worship God in a ful-

filling manner.  Your Vestry has 

a mix of talented people and we 

could use two more .. possibly you?  

 Please consider speaking to one 

of us or Jerry about the requirements 

of this worthwhile ministry . As I 

have said ....you will receive much 

from your service to St. Johnôs.  

Yours in Christ,  

Tom   

Senior Wardenôs Corner 

Pentecost, the gift of the Spirit, is 

just around the corner.  Perhaps we 

can build upon the gifts of God 

within us and so near at hand.  The 

born-with gift of joy, looking deeply 

into the face of the demands of life 

and love, finding food in 

companionship and generosity, and 

think of the depth of water lying 

below.  The floatation cushion 

under my seat seems silly, too.  

And being somewhere without 

language or a sense of direction 

still makes me a miserable 

traveling companion.  But I am 

getting better. 

From the Rector - continued from page 1 

living out faithfulness in the midst 

of doubt must have all been part of 

the discipleôs new beginnings. 

By the way, I forgot to mention 

that my niece is 50! This will be her 

first marriage.  Itôs never too late.            

           

          - Jerry Fisher 
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families for enriching our school, 

supporting our efforts, and giving us 

the privilege to teach your children.  

The 4-year-old classes will have a 

preschool óMoving Onô ceremony on 

Thursday, May 21st at 11:00 am in 

the sanctuary.  Anyone is welcome to 

attend this celebration.  We wish 

them the very best as they approach 

their next learning adventure! 

If anyone is interested in our 

Summer Camp or classes for the next 

school year, please call Kristen 

Baron at 562-8619. 

Preschool News 

The preschool teachers want to 

express their thanks for a splendid 

teacher appreciation luncheon 

organized by parent and board 

chair, Catherine 

Massey.  Donations from board 

members and parents were 

generous and made the teachers feel 

truly special. 

Itôs hard to believe our school 

year is just about over!  We 

sincerely thank all of our wonderful 

 ASSE International Student 

Exchange Programs is currently seek-

ing volunteer host families from the 

greater Raleigh area to open their 

homes to exchange students from 

Europe and Asia for the 2009-2010 

school year. Personal relationships 

foster understanding between 

cultures.  You can help a student 

experience America while learning 

about another country.  If you would 

like an international experience for 

the whole family without leaving the 

country, please consider becoming a 

host family for an exchange student. 

 Financial obligation is minimal.  

You furnish a bed and meals, plus a 

willingness to introduce a student to 

your country.  All ASSE students 

bring their own spending money and 

are fully insured. 

 Before a student is considered 

for the program, he/she must exhibit 

exceptional qualities.  Students are 

selected on the basis of their aca-

demic standing, fine character, and 

proven ability to get along with oth-

ers.  ASSE exchange students do 

speak English. 

 Your family will be involved in 

the selection process; you'll see a 

ASSE International Student Exchange Program 

photo collage of your student in his 

or her home environment among 

family members and friends, and 

you'll read an autobiographical 

essay. 

 For more information on wel-

coming a student into your home, 

contact Dawn Vohwinkel, ASSE 

area representative, at 919-556-

2572 or you can email her at 

dawnvohwinkel.asse@gmail.com.   

Visit our website  www.asse.com. 

 

 

Open your home for a year,  

gain a friend for life.  

Society is limited to a small number 

of law school graduates each year 

who have demonstrated leadership, 

service, integrity, and a high commit-

ment to excellence.   

While in law school, John has 

been active in the Chapel of the Cross 

where he founded and led a program 

for graduate students.  He will be 

living at the Chapel of the Cross this 

summer while he prepares for the bar 

exam.  The Chapel of the Cross is the 

Episcopal Church adjacent to the 

Morehead Planetarium on Franklin 

Street in Chapel Hill. 

Graduate News 

John Derrick , son of Dagmar 

and Jack Derrick, will receive his 

Juris Doctor degree from the UNC 

School of Law in May.  John will 

also be inducted into the Davis 

Society in recognition of his out-

standing contributions to the law 

school.  Membership in the Davis 

mailto:dawnvohwinkel.asse@gmail.com
http://www.asse.com/
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food every day.  They open the doors 

at 11:00 am and serve the people until 

12:00 pm. St. John's is going to vol-

unteer quarterly and will be looking 

for volunteers again, so if you would 

be interested in helping with this you 

can either call Carolyn Stoklas at 554-

1673 or email her at cstoklas1@ 

nc.rr.com. 

 Also we would like to thank 

everyone that helped or gave to the 

yard sale - it was very successful! We 

made almost $1,000.  We donated 

$500 to Church Net and the rest of the 

profits will go to Joy of Christmas.          

                     -Carolyn Stoklas 

 

Holiday Harvest: Several pre-

school parents are in the beginning 

stages of planning a fun community 

event in October - our 1st Annual St. 

Johnôs Holiday Harvest.  We have a 

website that we will be updating 

throughout the summer: 

www.stjohnsholidayharvest.com.  

If you are interested in helping 

out with the event, would like to 

advertise, or can donate items, please 

contact Brooke Dickhart at 

brookedickhart@yahoo.com or Mary 

Ellen Archer at mearcher@nc.rr.com. 

 

Miscellaneous News 

The ECW would like to thank 

everyone who volunteered at the 

Sheppardôs Table.  It was a great 

experience as we helped prepare 

and serve food to 325 people.  The 

Sheppardôs Table is a group of vol-

unteers from different churches, 

organizations and companies that 

come to The Good Shephard 

Church and help prepare food and 

serve it five days a week from 9:00 

am to 12:30 pm.  The food is 

donated from grocery stores and 

restaurants; it is amazing how the 

leaders put together a balanced 

meal from all different kinds of 

UTOôs Vision 
 We will significantly impact 
the lives of women and children 
because of Christôs love. It is with 
great enthusiasm we present the 
new UTO Vision Statement!  
 To achieve this vision we will 
focus particularly on projects that 
implement significant change 
toward alleviating profound human 
suffering that the Millennium 
Development Goals address. Our 
work will directly impact the lives 
of women and children. Our new 
vision will be reflected in the 2009 
UTO grant criteria and awards.  
 UTO will continue our historic 
mission to address compelling 
human need and expand the mis-
sion and ministry of the church. 
UTO is a spiritual and financial 
partner in the mission work of The 
Episcopal Church, through every 
person in every pew.  
 

St. Johnôs United Thank Offering Sunday is May 24 

Daily Thanks Improves Daily Life 

 

Why UTO?  
Theology of the Offering 
 The Mission of the United Thank 
Offering is to invite people to offer 
daily prayers of thanksgiving to God 
and outward and visible signs of those 
prayers which will benefit others.  
 God calls each of us to grow in 
awareness of God, our own relation-
ship with God, and our relationship in 
community with all whom God has 
created. As habits of daily thankful 
prayer mature, our personal relation-
ship with God grows. Daily prayers of 
thanksgiving strengthen our being and 
doing. The blue box can be a reminder 
of our many blessings. Uniting our 
own gifts of thanks with those of 
others keeps us in thankful relation-
ship them and with all of creation. In 
sharing our thank offerings with those 
throughout the Communion who seek 

to address compelling human need 
and extend the mission of the 
Church, we deepen our sense of 
participation in the lives of others. 
 The shared prayer and money 
offerings help others to respond to 
God's call and to grow in their 
own deepened sense of living 
within the greater Christian com-
munity. Through our shared 
stories, God calls us to continue to 
grow into the fullness of the 
Kingdom. 
 

mailto:cstoklas1@nc.rr.com
mailto:cstoklas1@nc.rr.com
http://www.stjohnsholidayharvest.com
mailto:brookedickhart@yahoo.com
mailto:mearcher@nc.rr.com
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In Our Prayers 

Our Parishioners and Their Families: 

Alfie Adams  / Amy Bailey  

Mimi, Tori Bennettôs mother 

Nancy Blackman, Jean McCamyôs cousin 

Nancy, Karen Bellôs mother  

Bob and Kathy Binns 

R.V. Cate, Jackie & Amy Baileyôs brother-in-law 

Jay Chapman, Carol Smithôs father 

Wayne and Nancy Clausen  

Virginia Currie  

Ruth Dancy, Mollie Riverôs daughter 

Frankie Epps  /  Sarah Fort 

Magen Ferland, Emily Duplessisô friend 

Nick, Sheryl Friedrichsô husband 

Brenda Gainey, Milly Nelligarôs sister 

Bernadette Girard, Glenn Archerôs grandmother 

Alton Hare  /  Dot Hinton 

Tom Holt, Leeôs father 

Arlene Homan, Joyce McPhersonôs mother 

Drew Hooverôs mother 

The Rev. Burton Linscott, Johnôs father 

Jay Martin , Adam & Kathryn Martin -Meurer ,  

     Mary Martinôs son, daughter, and son-in-law 

Tom Miller, Elena Harpôs father 

Barbara and Gene Montague 

Dick Monteith  

Regina Morris, friend of The Hall Family 

Susan Neely 

Liz Newberry, Sallieôs daughter-in-law 

Hudson Nowell, Shawn and Craigôs nephew 

Robert Hart Raynor, Milly Nelligarôs cousin 

Lisa M. Robertson, Gene and Barbaraôs daughter 

Janie Rodgers, Cindy Hallôs cousin 

Fran Taliaferro, Catherine Masseyôs mother 

Silvia Travaglione, Laura Santosôs sister-in-law 

Nellie Trawick, Cindy Hallôs grandmother 

Linda Wolfgang, Dave McPhersonôs cousin 

Our Men and Women in the Armed Services: 

Thomas, son of Tom and Darden Baker 

John, son of Pinky & David Cooke 

Eric Fancher, brother of Jessica Graber 

Steven, son of Carolyn Filo 

Drew Holt and Ben Miller , nephews of Lee and Perri Holt 

Matt Jeanerett, nephew of Greg & Sonia Ingram 

Frank Kelly , grandson of Frank & Carol Smith 

Michael Klump , brother of Kathy Binns 

Megan Leone 

Sean Lynch, friend of Pinky & David Cooke 

Kevin and Chad Marshall, friends of Virginia Olsen 

Zachary McBee 

Ryan McDavitt  

Thomas McDonald, friend of Kristen Davis 

Kyle Weinel 

Conner Landis 

Anna Lee Long 

The McDonald Family 

Andra McRae 

Phyllis & Pete Micksckutz 

Maria Milam  

Eva Martinez Paharik 

Gary Pike 

Mary Robinson 

Marisa Rosa 

Tom Schwab 

Clark Shelton 

Deborah Snow 

Lynn Springer 

Felecia Stephens 

Vann Taylor 

Faye Tessiner 

Stephon Williams 

Rosie Wiliss and family 

Louise Young 

Our Friends: 

  Caeden 

 Greg Antos 

Katie Bell 

  Lille Boyte 

 Steve Brooks 

 Claudia Brugaletta 

 Tommy Byrne, Jr. 

 Eden Carroll  

 Pat Cawley 

 Nancy Coats 

 Diane Davis 

 Jackie Diaz-Cid  

 Jim Duke 

 Laura Faulkner  

 Lynn Furtell & family  

 Dee Gillespie  

 Eric Hansen 

 Don Jones 

 Barbara Kearns 

Those who have died: 

Nash Underwood, Judy Gouldôs father 

Margaret Bradley, Bob Bidwellôs aunt 
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02 Ballard Earley 

  Sarah Eckhardt 

03 May David Cooke 

04 Grace Harp 

  Gabriele LaFreniere 

08 Siobhan Davis 

  Greg Williams 

09 Ed Reynolds 

10 John Blake 

11 Miriam Houtz 

11 Elizabeth McDuffie 

  Frank Sullivan 

14 Monica Chevalier 

  Fritz Morrison 

15 Lauren Demanovich 

  Mary Jane Larsen 

  Shane Morse 

16 Evan Graber 

  Laura Santos 

17 Jean McCamy 

19 Milly Nelligar 

21 Karen Demanovich 

22 Spencer Hill 

  Trevor Telenko 

23 Grace Carrington 

 Edwards 

  Peggy Scott 

24 John Root III 

25 Jeannette Kettle 

  McKinley Schoden 

26 Sarah Baker 

27 Benjamin Brittingham 

  Chris Schoden 

28 Andrew Fisher 

  Rob Massey 

29 Brooke Dickhart 

31 Maggie Goldston 

May Birthdays  

Ministry Assignments  

Acolytes Readers Chalice Greeters Ushers
Flower 

Guild
Altar Guild Lessons Sermon

8:00 Conner Williams Jan Williams Bob Bidwell Larry Demanovich Acts 4:5-12

10:00Jacob Holt Tom Marshall Jim Davenport Jim and Sharon Frank Smith Psalm 23

Chalton Holt Sharon Spangler Davenport Frank Toney, Jr. 1 John 3:16-24

Patrick Ingram John 10:11-18

8:00 Conner Williams Jan Williams Bob Bidewell Larry Demanovich Acts 8:26-40

10:00Kristen Kramer Mayla Gilliam Harold Davis Michael McDuffie Psalm 22:24-30

Hunter Kramer Harold Davis Dave Roberts 1 John 4:7-21

Haley Walkup John 15:1-8

8:00 Bob Bidwell Al Reynolds Bob Bidwell Al Reynolds Acts 10:44-48

10:00Vann McDuffie Sally Fisher Kristen Davis Harold Davis Bill Batton Psalm 98

John McDuffie Elena Harp Jon Bell 1 John 5:1-6

Philip Page John 15:9-17

8:00 Bob Bidwell Jodi LaFreniere Bob Bidwell Tom Baker Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

10:00Patrick Barham Ellen Holst Lee Holt The Holst Family Harold Davis Psalm 1

Trevor Daw Megan Holst Jack Derrick 1 John 5:9-13

Trevor Telenko John 17:6-19

8:00 Bob Bidwell Elwood Munz Bob Bidwell Larry Demanovich Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14

10:00Jacob Holt Lisa Hunt Durward MathenyVivian Jones Linwood Harp Psalm 104:25-35, 37

Chalton Holt Craig Johnson Al Hinton Romans 4:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21

Patrick Ingram John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

8:00 Conner Williams Jan Williams Bob Bidwell Greg Williams Isaiah 6:1-8

10:00Kristen Kramer Vivian Jones Eleas Ottley Louis Mullinger Tim Matchunis Psalm 29 or Canticle 2 or 13

Hunter Kramer Donna King Durward Matheny Romans 8:12-17

Haley Walkup John 3:1-17
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P.O. Box 608 
Wake Forest, NC  27588 
 

Phone:   919-556-3656 
Fax:   919-554-9581 
 
Website:  www.stjohnswf.net  
 
Communications Team:  

   Mary Ellen Archer 

   Tara and Brian Henderson 

   Perri Holt 

   Laura Santos 

   Chris Walkup 

 

Building the Body of Christ 

 Graduation time has come.  Please let us know 

about your students graduating from High School 

or College.  We would like to include them in 

future newsletters.  So, if you can send a picture 

and tell us what their plans are, weôd like to share 

it with everyone.   

 Please send them to Mary Ellen Archer using 

the churchôs email, stjohns@stjohnswf.com, or to 

the church office. 

Let Us Know About Your Students 

mailto:stjohns@stjohnswf.com

