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BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST
ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

From the Rector

Soon it will be Easter. The Sunday of Jesus was fully human and fully divine.

Volume 21, Issue 3 the Resurrection is just around the cornelA n d S 0, we call it f
AAll el uia. Chr i st ihowisthat so? With the reading of the s e n
April 2009 indeed! 0 That i s t |Passion,withthe prayersand collectsn g o
the day. And every Sunday service durin¢reminding us of the brokenness about
- the year i s meant 1us,sopoignantlyinthatprayerin ast e
o celebration of that most defining moment which we recall how in the name of
. for Christians. Christ we have fiper se
s There are some steps yet to take. where is the Good? When all is said
< They are the Holy Week services of Palir and done, on Good Friday we stand
(@) Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good naked before God, the Holy One,
Friday. And, thi s 'before whomall heartsareopen,no we 6 r
— going to add The Easter Vigil on Saturda' secrets are hid, and all desires are
© night. As one fr i eiknown.PerhapsthatiswhatmakesitY o u
=3 need to experience the Holy Week-ser  good.
o vices to feel the = The Easter Vigil was done here r . 0
o There is a good bit of truth in that. tisnos ome year s back, and
(]

accident that the Prayer Book has the-Sp it again. In this service, from the kin
cial Liturgies for these days immediately dling of the first fire, to the Reaffirma
before the service of Baptism and Holy tion of the Baptismal Covenant cukmi
Eucharist. nating with the first Eucharist of Easter,

The simplicity of Maundy Thursday it carries a special message of engage
and the remembrance of the Last Supper ment rather than observance.

p

April Epistle

Ll

brings back something of the simplicity of | picked up John Dominic

the people who followed Jesusandhis Cros ands book, #Aln Par
commitment and selfiving, to them and Lent. He points out three aspects

to God. describing the Kingdom of God Jesus

Good Friday, just by virtue of the presents in his parableadvent,
name, captures something of the parado; reversal,andaction. Adventis not the
of faith and of life Paradoxmeans two season; it is the surprise or the gift
seemingly conflicting truths, like saying found in paables, as in the pearl or the
treasure. With the finding comes
surprise and joyReversais not a
negative thing but the lifehanging,
Senior Wardenb6s Cor 2 newworld life presented in parables.
And, Actionis that eveichanged,
empowered direction the parable
Sunday Suppers / Christian Education 5 people take. Crossan does a great ]Ob of
Prayer List 5 keeping us from becoming too
confident of mastering parables and
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Seni or Wardenods Corner

If you can remem sale on April 4 byhaving Darden Columbarium. You may have
ber my recent March Baker, Becky Houston, Miriarand noticed two crosses on the hill over
Letter you will recall  Bill Houtz, Arlene McCullough, Patti the last several weeks. They were
that my sacrifice for Davis,Lynn Bartholomew, and Carol placed to give a visual idea of the
Lent this year was  Dubber from the ECW open the cross. The committee is discussing
giving up my free church the last 2 Saturdays to receive type, size, and placement of the
time to any opportu  the yard sale items. Again, while giv cross at this point. You are all
nity that the Church mighdffer. If I ing time to these projects or minis  welcome at any time to offer your
am going to ask each of you to get tries parishionerare interacting and  time to pull weeds. No appointment

involved in a ministry at St o h n getting to know each other better. neessary!
then the least | can deto lead by  After all, in the end isn't building I've never been very big on
example . It appears to me that  these Christian relationships with attending "special" classes in the

many other folks at the church are each other the reasave all come to  church but | have to tell you that the
energized and taking on ministries St J o h n 6 s --seacbihg fof u Lenten Classesonducted by our
that whether they realize it or not, that human as well as the spiritual Deacon John Linsco#éind wife

and are growing thenelationships connection that we all need. Susan with assistance from Mid and
in Christ. Catherine Massey pulled I'm also happy to reportto you  Joanne Wooten were quite informa
off a wonderful "ltalian Night'on thatanother important ministry at St tive. There were from 15 @0 of us
Sunday March 22. | know there ha J 0 h n 6 €olumB@atiuen Commit each week in attendance. If you like
to be60 + adults and children in  tee, has experienced a new infusion me have nevdreen led through the
attendance. It was great driving up of energy. Frank Sullivan, Julie 14 stations of the cross you are miss
and seeing the kids outside play  Arthur, Don Meyers, Peggy Scott, ing an unbelievablepportunity to
ing .While seeing everyone ait Darden Baker, and Jr. Warden Rob  experiencex meaning of the Easter
church each Sunday is nice, you Reichmeider have big plans on spruc Season at a deeper more contempla
simply get to know people bet ing up and maintaining this very tive level. | am very glad | decided
terover a plate of lasagna. visible part of our church. A financial to devote time to these classes and
Carolyn Stoklas has done a ma gift has been offered to the church  I'm sure all in attendance would like
velous job planning for the yard  for the placementf a Cross in the to thank John, Susan, Mid, and

Joanne for giving their time.
Well, my creative writing juices
have about stopped flowing for this

From the Rector - continued from page 1 month. | think that you can recog
nize my continuing theme of getting
making them subject to ourselves. * The Sunday of the Passion: Palm i nvol ved i n St. John
Instead, he reminds us that Sunday, 8 and 10 am, Aprif's Sunday Worship. There are so many
iParable is the *hMauseThasday,Gerd, A@i™  ministries that you can give your
Easter is just around the corner* Good Friday, Noon, April 10th time and talent and so many miis
What lies ahead in our services are* The Great Vigil of Easter, 7 pm, tries that would gladly accept your
not so much tools or means to an Saturday, April 11th offer. Did | say that you will receive
end, but more of gifts, offerings, * The Sunday of the Resurrection:. back much more than
and directions: Easter Sunday, 8am and 10am, Just as | have.
April 12th Yours in Christ,
- Jerry Fisher Tom Baker
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Stewardship Report from the Finance Committee

Stewardship relates to the ves financial picture becomes clearer, Not i ving off the
tryds responsi bi | wewilllookto balance debt @qdifion,jwg gye developing plans
resources, property, and financial repayment and new spending. It fqr future'mvestments In more effi
assets to ensure that expenditures ar¢would be wonerful to add new cient equipment and keeping funds

appropriate and sustainable over time programs or equipment and there arg2vailable for the building mainte
Simply put, Stewardship is taking good ways to put those funds to nance fArainy dayo n
care of finances. work. On an ongoing basis, every Currently, because of the low
Your giving to the church operat idea is exarimed by the vestry for ~ Mortgage rates, the finance com
ing and capital funds allows programs the costs and the positive impact it Mittee is reviewing our outstanding
and ministries to run in the short and could have on the congregation and Mortgage and line of credit that
long term. Currently, our goal is to mission of the church. Please bring Was used to flnaqce the construc
keep a watchful eye on expenditures your ideas to the vestry so we can  tion. Our goals will be to get the

to avoid running a deficitand not ~ help make these ideas into reality. Pest commercial rates available
require additional pledges from the Longer term investments into ~ While utilizing a bank that can pro
congregation. The results for2008 t he chur c B 019i ke ptV'HeﬁﬂrP%t pugtomer service and
expenses were excellent, although ~ campaign have been successful. ~ POssibly some additional dme

over budget by 0.7% or $3,500. The Your planned contributions for 2009 {00Is to help make accounting and
2009 expense budget has not will be needed in order to meet the  9iving processes easier. The banks
increased over 2008 amounts. We  financial obligations of this pro are currently reviewing our infer

have several areas we are looking at gram. If you are a newcomer and arema t i on ~and providin
to keep the expensesline when, as  in a position to provide fundsthis T €St 0 on the church
you know, many costs are slowly-ris year for the building improvement ~ far, feedback we have received
ing. There will be more about these ~ projects, please see one of the-ves Says we have a solid financial
programs, such as the energy audit try9 members listed in the bulletin. foundation.. o
and efficiencies in future bulletins.  These investments have helped to We hope this information is
The 2009 stewardship campaign complete the downstairs construc ~ Useful in understanding financial
was successful in reaching our mini  tion under the preschool and mini ~ Soundness of St. Johns and how
mum target of $200,000. Thank you mize the amount of new debt being OPerating and capital funds allow
so very much for your support of our added. programs and ministries to func
church. We are pleased to report that ~ Paying down the longer term  tion. Thank you again for your
expenses for the first few months of  debt is a crucial plan to the church ~ generosity and volunteerism in
2009 are identical to 2008. Asthe and di ocese t o mdRRINGHEChugch ¢pfrads worke

Preschool News

The preschool recently applied c an A Bl ock t he s tneedforshoesistremendouge

for a grant from the American A parent of one of 4earolds is  have sent 18 boxes so far and have
Academy of Dermatology for a sun collecting gently used shoes and toys 20 more to send, however funds are

safe shade structure for the toddler for people in AfghanistanThe needed due to high shipping costs. If
playground. Recipients willbeno br ot her of one o fyouhave afew dollarsto contributé s i r
tified in June so we need your the National Guard and is stationed it to this worthy cause, there is a-col
prayersiTeachers have imple Afghanistan. He is receiving our lection envelope on the preschool

mented creative sun safety lessons packages and distributing items to  bulletin board in the parish hall.

that teach children about the very grateful families. He said the - Kristen Baron

strength of the sun and how they

L]
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Miscellaneous News

TheUnited Thank Offering startng Sunday April 26th. Collection Let Us Know About Our

(UTO) is a mission of the Anglican day is May 24th. - Dorie Allen Students: Graduations are ahead.
Communion and the Episcopal Please let us know about our-stu
Church.The UTO6s mission is to dents graduating from High School
expand the circle of thankful people  Care Group: | would like to and College. We want to include

through daily prayers, offerings,  extend a thank you to all who have themin future newsletters, so if you
and awar eness ofhelfed prédvisle niedlsosseriioe s .can send a picture and tell us what

The UTO allocates the offerings to families within our congregation. their plans are, web
ministries that alleviate profound  Please let me know of anyone in our With everyone. Send them to Mary

human suffering and impact the  congregation who may need mealsoiE1 | en Archer wusing t
lives of women and children. We  service gkesler35@yahoo.coor 556 €mail, stjohns@stjohnswf.com, or to

will be handing out the boxes -1657).Thanks! - Sloan Walkup the church office.

Jf
Easter Memorial Plants for the Columbarium [
/

The Flower Guild and the draught. The Columbarium Board If you would like to make a
Columbarium Board have teamed up has assembled a variety of plants donation, in any amount, to honor
to take us in a new direction. Instead both drought hardy and least people in your life and to the

of lilies for Easter memorial plants, attractive to deer. So, rather than  Glory of God, it will become a
they are inviting your memorials for lilies that are attractive only fora  permanent gift visible in the

plantings in the Columbarium. short while, memorial contributions Columbarium. You may use the
Two years ago, the plantings in  this Easter will be used for the pur form below or the Memorial

the Columbarium were bright, full chase of plantings. And the altar  Envelope found in the narthex of

and beautiful. Unfortunately, the array for Easter will be done with  the church.

deer found them to be attractive, too. many of the plants chosen for this
And, we had two successive years of purpose.

Easter Memorial

Telephone No.
Donor 6s Nam

Given in Memory of:

Given in Honor of:

Amount of your gift:
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Sunday Suppers @ St. Johnos

Last montthedesl | * What: A time for fellowship We'll have the basketball goal
Sunday Supper was such a hit, with our fellow parishoners set up and cordoned off from cars
wedbre planning a "How are you doing?" up close for some hoops action and if any
April! Sunday Supperss a cot * When: Sunday, April 25th one would bring a couple of soccer
laborative effort to get us together Time: 5pm-7 pm balls, maybe some folks would like
as parishioners and as a collective Theme: Cookout to kick a ball around.
family. Look for a lowkey, i If you have questions, please

Look for a signup sheet in the

friendly way to end the weekermal ) _
Parish Hall on the bulletin board.

prepare for the upcanmg week.

contact Catherine Massey at
ctmassey@earthlink.net (919)
4530269.at (919)458269.

Christian Education

derful way to get to know some of

Thank you to all who have cen tinuing this great St. John's Easter e
our younger parishioners!

tributed candies and eggs and espetradition!
cially to Cathy Barham who have
w helped to

- Ann Holmes

Please mark your calendar now fc
May 24 when we will wrap up our

organlze'd regular church school year with a pot
this year's ek picnic.
egg hunt. | _ .
know the It is already time to look forward
children to our ageintegrated Summer Sundays
will have a  Program. As you begin to plan your
wonderful  Summer activities, please consider

\ M ime con reserving one or two Sundays to help

with this special program. It is a won
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